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separated from other uses.

Farther to the north, residential neighborhood designation is dominant. This category is
applied to areas that are almost exclusively residential in nature, with naturalistic planting
and conventional setbacks. It may have large blocks and irregular roads to accommodate
natural conditions. Civic and private open space/patks designation is applied to the
Fayetteville Country Club. This land use designation applies to sites that are
permanently dedicated to open space or parkland.

To the northwest, east, and southeast of the Airport, natural areas and rural areas are the
two dominant designations. Natural areas consist of lands approximating or reverting to
a wilderness condition, including lands with limited development potential due to
topography, hydrology, vegetation, or its value as an environmental resource. Rural
areas consist of lands in an open or cultivated state or sparsely settled. They include
woodland, agticultural lands, or grasslands with an infrastructure system and public
services that support low-density zoning of one home per 15 acres or more.

The following figure, entitted GENERALIZED FUTURE LAND USE, provides a graphic
illustration of the designated future land uses in the vicinity of the Airpott.

Financial Inventory

The primary goal of a financial inventory is to gather information summarizing the
financial management of the Airport. Additionally, it is important for developing an
understanding of the financial structure, constraints, requirements, and opportunities for
airport activities related to the development of a capital improvement program. Material
gathered and reviewed for this task will be used for formulating a reasonable and
financially sound Capital Improvement Program (CIP) with which to fund the projects
identified during the master planning process.

With this goal in mind, the airport’s financial statements have been gathered, along with
current budget information. Federal and state capital improvement grant information
has been compiled, including current funding policies and a historical review of previous
grants received. The airport’s current five-year Capital Improvement Program has also
been reviewed.

As presented in the following table, entitted REVENUE AND EXPENSE SUMMARY, 2000-
2005, the initial review of the financial documentation for Fayetteville Municipal
Airport/Drake Field indicates that, since the year 2000, the Airport has historically not
been operationally self-supporting. The Aitport does have a reserve fund, left over from
when the Airport was served by scheduled commercial air service, from which it can
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draw monies for capital improvements and cover budget deficits. The major sources of
revenue for the Airport include fuel sales, rents and leases, and outside grant funds (FAA
and Arkansas Department of Aeronautics). Major expenditures include personnel, fuel
purchases, services and charges, cost allocations to the general fund, and maintenance. It
should be noted that beginning in September 2005, the Airport no longer provided fuel
sales as an FBO. A private sector FBO conducts fuel operations at the Aitpott, of which
the Airport receives a fuel flowage fee. The City will continue to sell aviation fuel at a
self-serve facility serving small piston aircraft. Net revenue from this source will not
significantly impact the airport’s budget.

Table A2
REVENUE AND EXPENSE SUMMARY, 2000-2005

Fayetteville Municipal Airport/ Drake Field Master Plan Update

Year Revenues Expenses

2000 $506,132 $1,612,676
2001 $611,149 $1,828,230
2002 $1,035,448 $2,339,025
2003 $1,232,778 $2,410,159
2004 $2,484,982 $2,841,082
2005' $1,482,313 $3,871,371

Source:  Fayetteville Municipal Airport/Drake Field personnel.

Some of the improvements indicated in the current five-year Capital Improvement
Program for the Airport include: runway extension to the south, correction of the
Runway 16 safety area, airfield pavement marking, hangar rehabilitation, terminal
building rehabilitation, installation of high intensity runway lights, Taxiway G
development, general aviation sunscreen/tiedown apron, west side corporate apron
construction, and acquisition of additional airport property.

Historical and Existing Aviation Activity

A tabulation of historical and existing aviation activity is presented in Table A3 entitled
HISTORICAL AND EXISTING AVIATION ACTIVITY, 1996-2005. This table presents five
categories of aircraft operations (an operation is defined as either a takeoff or a landing),
including: air taxi, itinerant general aviation, itinerant military, local general aviation, and
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total operations. Additionally, the total aircraft operations percent change from the
previous year is shown in the last column.

Table A3
HISTORICAL AND EXISTING AVIATION ACTIVITY, 1996-2005

Fayetteville Municipal Airport/ Drake Field Master Plan Updare

Itinerant Local
Air Air Taxi/ General General Total
Carrier Commuter  Aviation Military Aviation Aircraft Percent

Year Operations Operations Operations  Operations Operations  OperationsChange

1996 531 26,644 12,782 237 4,089 44,283

1997" 3,372 23,710 13,705 213 6,440 47,440 %
1998' 4,013 23,997 17,043 1,149 8,241 54,443  15%
1999" 765 11,714 15,292 1,113 8,820 37,704  31%
2000 2 1,199 11,370 669 8,459 21,699  -42%
2001 7 709 16,288 326 15973 33,303 53%
2002 2 965 15,734 337 14,046 31,084 7%
2003" 0 908 16,905 620 23411 41,844  35%
2004 38 597 19,333 715 24,554 45237 8%
2005° 55 790 22,006 726 23,195 46,772 3%

Sources: !'Federal Aviation Administration, 7995-2004 Terminal Area Forecast. Data based on FAA fiscal year (i.e., October 1-
September 30).
2Fayetteville Municipal Airport/Drake Field Air Traffic Control Tower records. Data based on calendar year (i.e., January
1-December 31).
3Commercial traffic relocated to Northwest Arkansas Regional Airport.

Aircraft Operations

Air Carrier Operations. Historically, air carrier operations at Fayetteville Municipal
Airport/Drake Field were conducted by aitlines using aircraft with 60 or more seats, and
by chartered air carrier aircraft associated with the University of Arkansas athletic events.
As expected, these operations decreased significantly after 1998, when Northwest
Arkansas Regional Airport opened and all scheduled commercial service aitline traffic
ceased operations at Fayetteville Municipal Airport/Drake Field. It is anticipated that
charted air carrier operations associated with the university athletic events will continue
utilizing Fayetteville Municipal Airport/Drake Field in the future.

Air Taxi/Commuter Operations. As with air catrier operations, air taxi and commuter
operations, which include air catgo operations, have declined drastically since 1998.
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Generally, a company or individual performing air passenger and/or air cargo
transportation service on a non-scheduled basis over unspecified routes is classified as air
taxi operations. For the remainder of this study, air taxi operations are included in the
general aviation operations category.

Itinerant General Aviation Operations. Itinerant general aviation operations at
Fayetteville Municipal Airport/Drake Field have steadily increased during the past ten
years, with a slight decrease from 1998 to 2000. This time period corresponds to the
opening of Northwest Arkansas Regional Airport and the uncertainty of Fayetteville
Municipal Airport/Drake Field at that time. Since then, a marked increase in itinerant
general aviation operations has transpired. Itinerant general aviation operations are more
often associated with business aircraft and are more typically tied to economic conditions
than other classifications of operations. As economic conditions in the region change in
the future, fluctuations in the number of itinerant general aviation operations at the
Airport will likely continue.

Local General Aviation Operations. Local general aviation operations, usually associated
with pilot training, have shown steady and significant increases duting the historical
period presented in the table.

Military Operations. According to Fayetteville Municipal Airport/Drake Field Control
Tower personnel, the vast majority of historic military operations at Fayetteville
Municipal Airport/Drake Field ate attributed to National Guard helicopters, either
refueling during cross-country flights or when used for drug enforcement purposes.
Military turboprop activity was primarily conducted by C-130s based out of Little Rock
Air Force Base (USAF 314" Aitlift Wing and the National Guard 189" Airlift Wing).
Reported historic levels grew steadily from 1997 through 1999, but the estimate provided
by the FAA’s Terminal Area Forecast indicates a dramatic decrease from 2002, as a majority
of the C-130 training shifted to Northwest Arkansas Regional Airport.

Total Aircraft Operations. For the most patt, reported total aircraft operations at the
Airport have increased during the ten-year historic period. Notable exceptions include
the years 1999 and 2000. The decreases experienced in these yeats are attributable to the
commercial air traffic moving to Northwest Arkansas Regional Airport. Additionally,
the decrease experienced in 2002 is attributable to the tragic events of September 11,
2001, and the resulting impact on all air traffic. The nationwide recession experienced
during this same period also had a negative effect on aircraft operations. Subsequent to
2002, Fayetteville Municipal Airport/Drake Field has experienced substantial growth,
with 2005 operations exceeding all but two years of the previous ten-year time period
(1997 and 1998).
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Local and Itinerant Operations

Aircraft operations are placed in two categories, local and itinerant. As mentioned
previously, local operations generally reflect training operations. The Aér Traffic Control
Handbook defines a local operation as any operation performed by an aircraft operating in
the local traffic pattern or within sight of the tower, or aircraft known to be departing or
arriving from flight in local practice areas, or aircraft executing practice instrument
approaches at an airport. On the other hand, itinerant operations are all other aircraft
operations. The data indicates that itinerant operations accounted for 91% of the total
operations at Fayetteville Municipal Airport/Drake Field in 1996, steadily decteasing as a
percentage of total operations to 49% by 2005.

Existing Operations By Aircraft Type

The current level of aviation activity by aircraft type is summarized in the following table
entitled EXISTING OPERATIONS BY AIRCRAFT TYPE, 2005. This summary indicates that,
of the total 2005 aircraft operations at Fayetteville Municipal Airport/Drake Field,
approximately 98.3% were general aviation operations, military aircraft accounted for
approximately 1.6% of aviation operations, and air cartier operations accounted for the
remainder of approximately 0.1%.

Of the general aviation aircraft operations, approximately 50% were conducted by single
engine aircraft, multi-engine aircraft accounted for about 15%, and turboprop aircraft
also performed roughly 15%. Business jets represented approximately 18.5% and
helicopters conducted nearly 1.5% of all general aviation aircraft operations.

Military aircraft, as stated previously, consist of National Guard helicopters and C-130s
(turboprops) conducting training activity (i.e., touch-and-goes, etc.).
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Table A4
EXISTING OPERATIONS BY AIRCRAFT TYPE, 2005
Fayetteville Municipal Azrport/ Drake Field Master Plan Update

Aircraft Type Opetations
General Aviation' 45,991  98.3%
Single Engine2 22995  50.0%
Multi-Engine” 6,899  15.0%
Turboprop® 6,899 15.0%
Business Jet® 8,508 18.5%
Helicopter® 690 1.5%
Military 726 1.6%
Helicopter 580 80.0%
Turboprop 146 20.0%
Air Carrier 55 0.1%
TOTAL 46,772  100.0%

Source:  Fayetteville Municipal Airport/Drake Field Air Traffic Control Tower records, 2005.
Includes air taxi operations.
2Estimate provided by Fayetteville Municipal Airport/Drake Field Air Traffic Control Tower
personnel.

Based Aircraft

The number of general aviation aircraft that can be expected to base at an aitport is
dependent upon several factors, such as airport communication practices, aircraft
maintenance facilities, airport services, airpott lease rates, airport proximity and access,
and similar factors. Currently, there are 109 aircraft based at the Airport. Of this total,
there are 88 single engine aircraft, 10 multi-engine aircraft, 4 multi-engine turboprop, 7
business jet aircraft, and 1 helicopter. A historical and existing summaty of based aircraft
is provided in the following table entitled SUMMARY OF BASED AIRCRAFT, 1996-2005.
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Table A5
SUMMARY OF BASED AIRCRAFT, 1996-2005

Fayetteville Municipal Airport/ Drake Field Master Plan Update

Single = Multi-Engine Multi-Engine  Business

Year Engine Piston Turboprop Jet Helicopter Total
1996 -— - - - -— 52
1997 43 5 2 1 - 51
1998' 43 5 2 1 - 51
1999 43 6 2 1 -— 52
2000 44 6 2 - -—- 52
2001 63 8 2 73
2002! 71 9 2 1 -— 83
2003 71 9 2 3 85
2004 71 12 2 4 89
2005 84 11 5 7 3 110

Sources: !Federal Aviation Administration, 2004 Terminal Area Forecast. Does not differentiate based aircraft into categories.
2 Airport personnel.

Summary

The goal of this chapter is to provide general background information pertaining to the

Airport, its aviation-operating environment, its physical surroundings, its financial

situation, and the historical and existing aviation activity. The Inzentory chapter is vital
from the standpoint that it will be used as a reference in the analysis and design process,

which is required to prepare the future development plan for the Airport.

The next step in the planning process is to formulate forecasts for the quantity and type

of future aviation activity expected to occur at the Airport during the forthcoming 20
years.
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